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A Year of Accomplishments 


by Jean Stollard 

The 1997-98 season was one of 
accomplishment for the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club. 

We began the season in search of a 
new home when the RBG raised the 
rental fee for the auditorium where we 
hold our monthly meetings. A 
questionnaire, circulated to members for 
their input produced a large response. 
Thanks to everyone for your many 
interesting suggestions. Fortunately, we 
were able to reach an agreement with the 
RBG and we look forward to forging 
closer ties with them to our mutual benefit. 

A committee has been formed to 
examine the Club’s By-laws with a view 
to updating them so that they reflect current 
realities and progressive thinking. This 
work is on-going and the changes are 
expected to be ready for the 1999AGM. 

A major effort this year has gone into 
the potential acquisition of additional 
sanctuary lands. We hope to be able to 
make an announcement on this in the near 
future. Many thanks must go to John 
Fischer, Peter Thoem. Alan Ernest and 
the Sanctuary Committee for their hard 
work on this project. 


The President's Report 


In May, the HNC helped organize the 
Red Hill Valley Rally. Over 1500 people 
, came to City Hall to protest the loss of this 
beautiful green space in East Hamilton. 
We haven’t won this battle yet -- the fight 
continues. 

This spring the HNC helped prevent 
a developer in Burlington from covering 
up a remnant stream in order to build an 
extra townhouse on his property. City 
Council declined to allow him that 
privilege and a small part of nature was 
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saved to be enjoyed by both the wildlife 
and the residents of the street. Most 
recently, the HNC submitted a letter 
outlining our concerns over the building 
of a hotel on Conservation Lands in the 
Dundas Valley, with similar results. 

FalconWatch was active again this 
year with the successful fledging of four 
young Peregrines. Unfortunately, after 
FalconWatch was finished, one young 
Peregrine died when it flew into a building 
while chasing another bird. Our 
FalconWatch Co-ordinator, Angela 
Wilson, did an excellent job; a job which, 
for the first time in FalconWatch history, 
did not include any rescues. Perhaps this 
was because the chicks fledged later than 
usual and were more mature, while the 
parents had also developed better 
parenting skills so there were fewer 
accidents. 

This year saw a real surge in 
membership. A special thank you goes to 
Jocelyn Neysmith, Membership Director, 
and her dedicated committee who worked 
diligently to bring our membership, which 
had languished over the past few years, to 
the robust 500+ members it is at present. 
Well done, everyone! 

The Program Director is always 
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working a year ahead so the program for 
: 97- { 98 was the responsibility of Paul 
Charlebois who was Program Director in 
'96-‘97. Paul did an excellent job finding 
guest speakers who were interesting, 
informative and. most important of all, 
never dull. Glenn Barrett, our present 
Program Director, has worked hard lining 
up this season's roster of speakers whose 
topics range from the depths of space to 
the flora of Point Pelee. It promises to be 
another exceptional year. 

At the nineteenth annual Environ¬ 
mentalists of the Year Awards Dinner, 
Don McLean, our Wood Duck editor, 
was awarded the Dr. Victor Cecilioni 
Aw'ard for Environmentalist of the Year 
for 1997. Don has been a member of the 
HNC since 1989. He has worked tirelessly 
to improve our community through 
projects that range from initiating and 
leading the Nature Walkathon for the 
Environment to co-ordinating the Yellow' 
Fish Road storm drain marking program. 
And, of course, he has led the fight to save 
the Red Hill Valley. Congratulations, 
Don! 

I'd like to thank the Board for their 
support during my term as President and 
especially Beth' Blashill and Pierre Arnold 
for their help and good advice, which 
made my job a lot easier. 

Membership in the HNC is more 
than a two hour meeting once a month; it 
allow's you to directly influence events in 
your community, through the power of 
the group; it is a place where lasting 
friendships, based on mutual interests 
and goals, are formed; it is a way to spend 
time with your children and grandchildren 
that is both fun and educational. The best 
way to get the most out of your 
membership in the HNC is to join a 


committee, attend field events, or share 
an experience orobservation with others 
by writing about it for the Wood Duck 
(don’t hesitate because you think you 
can’t write well, an editor’s job is to 
ensure that his contributors look good in 
print). 

Finally, when you take on the 
challenge of working on a committee, 
making a presentation, leading a hike, or 
becoming a member of the Board, you do 
more than leam about Nature or help the 
Club; you leam about yourself and what 
you are capable of achieving. And that 
kind of knowledge can change your life. 

I look forward to seeing you at the 
September meeting. 

Herp Book Reprint 

The HNC has reprinted The Reptiles 
and Amphibians of the Hamilton Area, 
the acclaimed book by Bill Lamond that 
includes the results of the herpetofaunal 
atlasing project. 

Copies of the book are now being 
distributed to all secondary and senior 
elementaiy schools in the Hamilton Study 
Area. Funding for this part of the reprint 
w'as provided by four local chapters of 
Canada Trust's Friends of the Environ¬ 
ment Foundation. A total of 400 copies 
were produced, of which 300 will go to 
the schools, and the remainder are 
available for purchase from the HNC at 
$20 per copy. The original printing of 250 
copies was sold out. 

Francis Cook, the Canadian authority 
on reptiles and amphibians, described the 
book as "a model of thoroughness and 
quality" resulting in the Hamilton area 
being "the best-documented area in 
Canada for reptiles and amphibians." || 


Protecting the 
Niagara 
Escarpment 

The Coalition on the Niagara 
Escarpment (CONE) has recently 
published a citizen's guide to protecting 
the escarpment. 

It begins by describing the 
escarpment's outstanding natural 
features, along with its human history 
and economic, social and cultural 
values. It then gives a thorough 
explanation of how' all the law's and 
regulations for the escarpment work, 
and how citizens can make use of 
them. 

The book also describes voluntary' 
actions that escarpment landowners 
can take to protect the landscape, and 
how any citizen can w'ork to promote 
sensible land uses and discourage 
environmentally harmful ones. At the 
end of tire book is a complete directory 
of all government and non-government 
agencies and organizations doing work 
related to the escarpment. 

“This is the first time that all the 
key facts about environmental 
protection for the Niagara Escarpment 
have been pulled together in one place 
for easy reference and in layperson’s 
language”, explained CONE vice- 
president Carol Greenlee. “The 
Ontario government has never 
produced a comprehensive guide to 
Escarpment protection, so CONE 
decided to fill the void.” 

The HNC is selling copies of the 
104 page book for $10 at the 
Conservation table. 
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Members’ Letters Have Effect on Federal Assessment of Red Hill 


by Brian McHaltie 

The federal environmental 
assessment into the proposed Red Hill 
Creek Expressway is now officially 
underway. It has become clear that our 
previous letters have made quite an impact 
in Ottawa and the assessment is being 
taken very seriously. There are even 
rumours that the Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans (DFO, the lead government 
agency for the assessment) will 
recommend that the assessment be 
referred to a full panel hearing! 

A full panel hearing will allow us to 
bring expert witnesses to testify against 
the expressway and for the Valley, and 
most importantly address issues of need, 
cost, and alternatives. Your letters have 


already made a significant impact - NOW 
is the time to keep the pressure up! 

At this point in the assessment, the 
federal government is working on 
“scoping”, that is, determining what 
issues will be looked at during this phase 
of the assessment (and which issues won’t 
be). The Friends of Red Hill Vailey have 
asked for an opportunity to comment 
during the scoping exercise. Even though, 
under the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act, there is no requirement 
to involve the public in scoping, the DFO 
has agreed to allow public input! 

Another interesting twist... following 
a presentation by the Club to the Standing 
Committee on Fisheries and Oceans in 
May on their visit to Stoney Creek to 


receive comments on fisheries issues, 
two N DP MPs have taken the Expressway 
issue on in a big way. At the end of July, 
they sent an eloquent letter on Red Hill to 
all MPs on the Hill, as well as Ontario 
MPPs, urging the politicians to support 
the fullest possible assessment. 

The letter reminded parliamentarians 
that the federal government has recently 
received a failing report card in 
environmental protection and that the 
Red Hill assessment represented an 
opportunity to make amends. 

Isn’t it nice to see they that your 
letters can have an impact?!! Now that 
you are empowered, lets talk about the 
next phase of the letter writing campaign. 
Please write to: 1) The Honourable David 


The Best Things In Life Are Not Free Any More 


by Robert Bateman 

There is an old song entitled “The 
Best Things in Life Are Free”. Well, 
the best things in life are not free any 
more. 

Clean air, clean water and the song 
of a bird (with all that this implies about 
our ecosystems) used to be free. Now 
these things cost money. If we want to 
have them, we have to spend. 

Woody Allen has described Nature 
as basically “one big restaurant”. This 
is true but Nature is not a free lunch. 
There is no free lunch. We have been 
taking and taking from Nature and 
spending little on renewal and 
restoration. So, as the saying goes, w'e 
can pay now or we can pay later but if we 
pay later it will cost a whole lot more. 


In her song ‘ ‘The Big Yellow Taxi’ ’, 
Joni Mitchell says “Say to the farmer, put 
away your DDT now, give me spots on 
apples but save me the birds and the 
bees.” I rhetorically ask, would you buy 
apples with spots and even pay more for 
them if it meant that we could save the 
birds and the bees? What about paying 
more for all of our agricultural products if 
we could eliminate pesticides and bring 
back the viability of the family farm? 

Would you pay more for shrimp if it 
meant we did not have the wasteful 
slaughter of ‘ ‘by-catch”, which is a result 


of large scale, industrial fishing? Would 
it be worth a few more pennies for our 
paper if we could get rid of dioxins and 
furans? 

I hope that the answer is yes, 
because the best things in, life are not 
free. Do coal-fired generating plants 
produce cheap electricity? Or is it 
actually very expensive but the price 
tag has a long string in space and time? 
Is dumping dangerous chemicals into 
the Love Canal, where it then seeps into 
the Niagara River, a cheap way to 
dispose of chemicals? No, it is actually 


Bob Bateman's Box 

The renowned Canadian painter and 
environmentalist, Robert Bateman, is a 
former editor of the Wood Duck and 
Conservation Director of the HNC. 


extremely costly in human and financial 
terms. 

We need to do true cost accounting 
in all of our economic activities. Our 
cost-cutting society is living in a 
destructive dream world. HI 
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Future of 45 percent of Ontario being 
decided in ’’Lands for Life” 


Anderson. Minister of Fisheries and 
Oceans. Minister's Office. 200 Kent 
Street. Ottawa. Ontario K1A 0E6. 

Ask him to: conduct a full environ¬ 
mental assessment under the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act. provide 
him with your comments on what issues 
should be addressed in the assessment 
terms of reference (scoping) - need, cost, 
and alternatives to the proposed roadway; 
and renew your request for him to refer 
the assessment to a panel hearing. 

2) Make sure you c.c. your letters to: 
The Honourable Christine Stewart, 
Minister of the Environment, Environ¬ 
ment Canada, Terrasses de la Chaudiere, 
10 Wellington St.. Hull. Que. K1A 0H3. 

3) And perhaps of greatest importance 
at this stage in the process, make sure you 
send a copy to your MP and then follow 
up that letter with a phone call to reinforce 
your point. Remember, you are not asking 
for your MP to come out against the 
expressway (although that w ould be nice), 
all you want is to make sure the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act is applied 
thoroughly and completely. 

Should you require additional 
information, receive interesting replies, 
or decide to meet with your MP and need 
some help, please feel free to contact Don 
McLean at 664-8796. |[| 


Wood Duck Art 

Send us your art! This issue may 
be heavy' on text, but we are always 
looking for new illustrations for the 
Wood Duck. Along with Keith Dieroff s 
w'ork which regularly graces our pages, 
this month there is a woodcut by Trevor 
Camp (p.7) and a drawing by Matt 
Mills 6. 


by Glerm Barrett 

Over the past year I have written a 
couple of articles for the Wood Duck on 
the Lands For Life initiative of the Ontario 
Ministry' of Natural Resources. This is 
the process which wall determine the 
long-term fate of an enormous amount of 
the province of Ontario's northern and 
central Crown Lands (46 million 
hectares). 

The various options include; logging, 
mining, tourism areas, and protected 
wilderness areas. Long-term land tenures 
to various resource extraction companies 
appear to be a realistic possibility'. 

During the past year, three round 
table panels composed of various industry' 
and environmental representatives have 
conducted public meetings in the 45% of 
the province whose fate is being 
determined. 

Interestingly enough there are no 
representatives on any of the round tables 
from southern Ontario despite this being 
the area with the largest portion of the 
provinces population and also where a 
large portion of the people who utilize 
these Crow'n Lands for recreation 
purposes reside. The panels only relented 
to having meetings in the southern half of 
the province after public pressure was 
exerted by such environmental groups as 
the Federation of Ontario Naturalists, 
World Wildlife Fund Canada, and the 
Wildlands League. 

In late July, Natural Resources 
Minister John Snobelen received draft 
proposals from the panels. 


Mr. Snobelenhas promised the results 
of the Lands for Life forums will be 
released in August and has indicated that 
the panels will meet again within the next 
few' months. 

I strongly urge HNC members to 
contact the Ministry' ofNatural Resources 
(Cambridge District office 519-65 8-9355) 
to find out more about the Lands For Life 
initiative and to inquire when and where 
the next Lands for Life public meetings 
will be held in southern Ontario. 

It is critical that members of the HNC 
attend these meetings to provide a voice 
towards the conservation and protection 
of these valuable lands, and to ensure that 
the process continues to remain open and 
public. 

HNC members should also write your 
MPP, and the Minister of Natural 
Resources John Snobelen (Whitney 
Block, 99 Wellesley St. W., Toronto, 
Ont.,M7A 1W3, fax416-314-1601)and 
Premier Mike Harris (Legislative 
Building, Queen’s Park Cres., Toronto, 
Ont, M7A 1W3 fax 416-325-3745). 

If you don ’ t know' the name or address 
of your MPP, contact Elections Ontario 
at 1-800-668-2727. Formore information 
on Lands For Life please view'the material 
available at the Conservation Table at 
monthly meetings. 

The Wildlands League w'eb site (http:/ 
/web.idirect.com/~w'ildland/lands.htm) is 
an excellent site to look for updates on the 
Lands for Life process as w'ell as to 
review its history'. j>H 
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What to Watch For During September 


by Matt Mills 

September is certainly an exciting 
time to be alive. Everywhere there are 
birds migrating and leaves changing 
wardrobes and kids off the streets and 
back in, aah, never mind that. 

The month begins on September 1st 
(as usual) and finds several species of 
birds already largely gone from Ontario. 
Among the more common early migrants 
are Eastern Kingbirds. Baltimore Orioles, 
Yellow Warblers and Bobolinks, and any 
look at these species now may be your last 
for 1998. 

Other early migrants that are still on 
the move include swallows, Common 
Nighthawks and warblers. Nighthawks 
often feed over Hamilton on calm, sunny 
evenings in early September in flocks 
sometimes exceeding 200 birds. 

Some 25 or more species of warblers 
migrate through Hamilton in the fall. 
They begin to arrive in early August and 
the last stragglers move through in early 
November. However, September is the 
primetimeto see fall warblers in Hamilton. 
Cool, clear nights following a cold front 
encourage warbler migration and an early 
morning visit to any wooded area along 
the beach front or lake shore should turn 
up at least a few warblers. 

Among the prime locales are: 
Woodland Cemetery, Bronte Woods, 
Cootes Paradise - especially the 
overgrown trail out to the willows, Fifty 
Point Conservation Area in Winona, the 
beach front, and the extensive natural 
areas in the Dundas Valley. 

Along with warblers many 
flycatchers, vireos, thrushes, and other 


This is the first installment of a 
new month-to-month guide to local 
natural viewing opportunities 

passerines can be seen as the birds often 
feed in mixed flocks. If out in the morning 
along the lake shore do not forget to look 
for Ruby-throated Hummingbirds flying 
past. Their migration peaks the first week 
in September and although they are quite 
small and very fast they can usually be 
readily spotted when good numbers are 
passing. 

Pelagic birds have also been on the 
move since the latter part of August. 
Long-tailed, Parasitic, and Pomarine 
Jaegers, Sabines Gulls, Black-legged 
Kittiwakes, ducks, terns, and other rarities 
can all be seen in the western end of Lake 
Ontario during the period. 

Easterly winds push these birds to 
! ‘our end’ ’ ofthe Lake and the birds often 
settle here for a day or two before moving 
on. Generally speaking the stronger the 
east or north-east winds are the better 
your chances are of seeing pelagic species 
but light and even very light wind have 
turned up birds. 

The strongest north-east winds 
generally precede a warm front and 
approaching low-pressure system and are 
oftenaccompanied by clouds andshowers. 
Better viewing conditions can be obtained 
during the lighter north-east winds 
associated with strong high pressure 
systems following autumn cold fronts. 

A good plan is to bring a spotting 
scope, binoculars, patience and 
determination to Van Wagners Beach 


and scan the lake. If the weather is unruly 
there is always Hutch’s to huddle in. 
Other locations for scanning the lake 
include the Beach Canal, Fifty Point CA, 
and along the Burlington Lakeshore. 
These locations and others are also good 
places to see migrant shorebirds flying 
past. 

Early September marks the beginning 
of the end for most butterfly species in the 
Hamilton area. However, there are still 
several good opportunities to find 
butterflies throughout the month. 

The Leonardus Skipper emerges in 
late August and early September and 
favours old, dry field habitat. It can readily 
be found in the Beverly Swamp area on 
the north side of Safari Road between 
Valens and Westover Roads. The 
Leonardus Skipper is orange and brown 
above andorange with a crescent-shaped 
row of white dots below. It falls between 
the size of 3/4 and 1 1/2 inch long. A 
butterfly guide such as Butterflies Through 
Binoculars or Peterson’s Guide to 
Butterflies of Eastern North America 
would provide more information on the 
Leonardus Skipper and many other 
species of butterflies. 

The Beverly swamp is a great natural 
area and many species of birds, plants, 
insects, mammals, and herptiles can also 
be seen here in the fall and a walk through 
the area is recommended. With overall 
lack of butterflies in September the 
Monarch migration easily steals the show. 
These large orange and black butterflies 
make the annual trek southward to Mexico 
each fall in vast numbers beginning in 
late-August and persisting through 
September before completely exiting 
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Ontario by late-October. 

Monarchs can be seen just about 
anywhere in the area during September, 
but locations around the lake shore are 
surely best. Although Monarchs will fly 
on cloudy days and into the wind, a 
moderate tail wind and sunny skies are 
more conducive to large movements. This 
event is truly a joy to watch as the numbers 
of Monarchs passing in just a few hours 
can easily exceed several hundred and 
large migrations of Monarchs often 
coincide with large migrations of raptors. 

The butterflies are occasionally 
harassed by migrating Sharp-shinned 
Hawks and American Kestrels as they 
often fly at the same height as these birds. 

Aside from the Monarch migration 
the lake shore is also a good place to look 
for stray butterflies that have made their 
way north into the Hamilton area. The 
best place is in vegetated areas between 
the Burlington Beach Canal and Van 
Wagners Beach throughout the month. 

As birds and other animals are gearing 
up for migration and prepare for winter 
they need access to abundant food 
supplies. Many insects seem to know this 
and they' become larger, more common, 
and more obvious during die first week or 
two of September. 

Crickets, Red-legged Grasshoppers, 
Praying Mantis, Dragonflies, many 
species of caterpillars (including 
everyone’s favorite the Woolly Bears as 
they' wander), and other insects are very 
noticeable in the open marsh, field and 
transitional areas they frequent. These 
msects, especially the grasshoppers, act 
as vital food sources for American 
Kestrels. Raccoons, and Skunks among 
others. 



Plants also provide food in fall 
through the production of large quantities 
of fruits, seeds, and berries. These can be 
seen everywhere and often accompany 
the brightly colored leaves to create a 
beautiful display. Prairie grasses follow 
this pattern as they turn gorgeous colors 
while going to seed. Watch for them in 
early September in gardens, at the prairie 
rehabilitation site at Christie Conservation 
Area, along the Pinetum Trail just off of 
York Road in Dundas and along the Grand 
River. 

Fall color can also be seen in White 
Pine trees as the end of the month nears. 
The needles that grew on the trees in 1997 
change color and begin to fall to the 
ground. These coniferous trees retain their 
1998 needles and the trees look very 
interesting as half ofthe needles are falling 
off as the other half remain behind. 

The pine plantations in the Red Hill 
Valley and at Christie Conservation area 
are excellent places to see these trees as 
well as to look for mushrooms which 
emerge in abundance during September. 
Moisture encourages the growth of 
mushrooms and any significant rainfall 
should be followed by a prolific showing 
of mushrooms. Keep an sharp lookout for 
the large, white Giant Puffball mushroom 
which is quite a spectacle. 


_ September 1998 

Throughout the month Mars, 
Mercury', and Venus can all be viewed as 
the three brightest objects in the eastern 
sky shortly before dawn. On the night of 
September 5th a full moon greets the 
eastern sky and can be viewed again with 
Jupiter - and 4 of its moons - through 
binoculars on Sept. 6th and 7th. 

Hope for clear nights on these days 
for viewing of the planet and plan a trip to 
the Red Hill Valley. Several species of 
bats are migrating at this time and an 
excellent place to view' them is where the 
Rail Trail crosses Mohawk Road near the 
Red Hill Valley. The bats can be seen 
chasing insects under the street lamps. An 
enjoyable evening walk may produce 
several of the following bat species: 
Eastern Pipistrel, Big Brown Bat, Hoary' 
Bat, Little Brown Bat, Silver-haired Bat, 
or Red Bat. 

For information on the identification 
of Bats try' the book entitled Mammals of 
the Great Lakes Region by W.H. Burt. 
This book also contains information on 
weasels, shrew's, and moles which engage 
in conspicuous behavior in the month of 
September. Look for dead Northern 
Shorttail Shrew's and Masked Shrews 
along trails in the Dundas Valley or on 
Royal Botanical Gardens properties. 
Apparently the shrew's have a rather bitter 
taste and young, inexperienced w'easels 
only discover this after they have tned to 
eat them. The shrews are left on the 
ground dead and may be spotted along 
with dead Stamose Moles although I am 
unsure of the reasons behind the moles' 
demise. 

For those interested in herptiles, 
September can also be an interesting 
month. An excellent place to look at this 
time of the year is the Sudden Tract Forest 
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which is located along Highway 24 west of the 
Grand River near Cambridge. A walk through 
this area during warm days could produce up to 
6 species of salamanders and several species of 
snakes as well as the many of the other typical 
reptiles and amphibians of the region. 

Cootes Paradise hosts many turtles and frogs 
and in the past movements of Red-efts (the land 
stage of the Red-spotted Newt) have been noted 
in mid-September along the trails at MountNemo. 

Although not a herptile, the Chinook Salmon 
may run up-stream during mid-September and 
should be watched for if one is searching for frogs 
and turtles along Lake Ontario streams. 

For the bird-lover the middle of September is 
an active time. Many of the birds mentioned 
earlier are still on the move and now the raptor 
migration starts to get hot. 

Migrating American Kestrels, Sharp-shinned 
Hawks, and Broad-winged Hawks are the most 
common species with smaller numbers of twelve 
other species of hawks, eagles and falcons. 

Weather conditions most conducive to large 
raptor movements are days with northerly winds 
and partly cloudy skies, usually the next day or 
two after a cold front has passed. 

The period of about September 8th to the 
22nd is best for seeing large numbers of Broad¬ 
winged Hawks and flocks may number in the 
upper hundreds of birds. Close to the ridge at 
Clappison’s Comers, at the top of the steps on the 
High Level Bridge and Woodland Cemetery are 
usually the three best places to watch the hawk 
migration. 

Towards the very end of September watch 
for migrant Peregrine Falcons along the lake 
shore. These birds will still fly into a strong 
southerly wind which benefits the watchers by 
keeping the birds at low heights. Several hours on 
a good Peregrine day may produce 5 to 10 
peregrines and not much else. It is no doubt an 



activity' that requires a good deal of patience. 

Along with the Peregrines go the Northern 
Flickers, Blue Jays and American Goldfinches. 
Blue Jay migration occurs nearly everywhere and 
is most prevalent along the lake shore and along 
east-west wooded corridors. The flocks frequently 
fly just above the tree tops and often land for a 
brief rest before continuing. Blue Jay migration 
peaks between September 20 and October 05 and 
several thousand Blue Jays could easily pass in a 
morning. 

Throughout the month and into October 
shorebirds continue to move. Anywhere where 
there is a decent area of exposed mud should 
produce shorebirds. Traditional shorebird areas 
locally include Tollgate Ponds, Windemere Basin, 
Cootes Paradise, Valley Inn, and Fifty Point 
Conservation Area. The new islands in the north¬ 
east end of Hamilton Harbour have habitat and 
several of the local sewage lagoons are good 
especially Grimsby and Smithville. 

Slightly farther away is Binbrook 
Conservation Area and Hewitt ’ s Dairy Pond which 
is south of Hamilton along Highway 6 beside 
Hewitt’s Dairy Bar. Puddles in farmers field and 
local sod farms also attract some species of 
shorebirds. 

Shorebirds tend to build during periods of 
benign weather and exit after a cold front when the 
cycle starts again. The number and variety of 
shorebirds in any particular location changes often 
so frequent checks may pay off. 

While it begins in July for birders who love 
migration, fall itself does not officially begin until 
the last week of September. After the new moon 
on September 20 the autumnal equinox occurs at 
1:37 AM on September 23. Anyone with enough 
ambition and no need of a good night's sleep can 
by all means rise at 1:36 AM and welcome in the 
fall season. Personally I like to enjoy the fall while 
the sun is shining through the feathers of the 
hawks soaring in the crisp air. Anyway you like it 
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there is no denying that the fall season has 
begun !!! 

NOTE: I wish to thank the following 
individuals who assisted me with this 
article in one way or another: Brian 
Burgon, Rob Dobos. Bruce Duncan, John 
Hannah, Bill Lamond, Don McLean, and 
Margaret Walton. 

I also obtained information through 
the writings of Edwin Way Teale and I 
thank Bruce Duncan for his suggestion to 
seek out these books on the changing 
seasons throughout North America. I 
highly recommend them. 

I would like to continue to write 
articles that follow' natural happenings in 
the Hamilton Study Area on a monthly 
basis. Todothis I would greatly appreciate 
suggestions, information, and construc¬ 
tive criticism from other members. 

If you have any information about 
the behavior of birds, insects, mammals, 
reptiles, plants, stars and planets for the 
month of October please speak to me at 
the September meeting or contact me at: 
Matthew' Mills, 28 Dunning Court, 
Dundas, ON L9H 4K6. Tel.: (905) 627- 
7173. Thank You. H 


Butterflies of Point Pelee 

The Ontario Natural History Press 
has recently published The Butterflies 
of Point Pelee National Park. The 
author of this seasonal guide and 
checklist is Alan Wonnington. The 
12-page booklet includes extreme 
occurrence dates, maximum counts for 
a single day, flight season, 
recommended areas to find butterflies 
and a place to record your observations. 
Single copies are $3.50 by mail from 
R.R. 1, Leamington, OntarioN8H 3 V4. 


Sex, Violence, Pretty Flowers 


by Jim and Jean Stol/ard 

Why are we losing our wildflowers, 
asked the cottagers of Eastern Ontario. 
Dr. StephenMurphyBSc,PHD, Professor 
of Environmental Studies at the University 
of Waterloo, set out to find the answers. 

His study concluded that seed failure 
occurred with the loss of pollinators from 
dessication due to the low relative 
humidity caused by forest fragmentation. 
Forest fragmentation was caused by the 
increased number of access roads needed 
to service the expanding cottages in the 
area. Therefore, wildflowers disappeared. 

Fragmentation has other effects 
besides low humidity; it has allowed 
invasive species such as Purple 
Loosestrife, Bur Cucumber, Dames 
Rocket and Garlic Mustard to take over 
from established species. 

Otherproblems face wildflowers. For 
example, the Hepatica is a favourite spring 
w'ildflow'er. It is exceptionally long-lived, 
an eight inch group of Hepatica can be 
250 years old. But the Hepatica has 


problems because it blooms too early for 
bee pollination and so depends on a beetle 
which moves only 5-10 m a w'eek. This 
slow' moving pollinator also mates on the 
flower, destroying it in the process. No 
wonder the Hepatica is disappearing! 

Killer pollen is another source of 
decline in plants. For example, Timothy 
Grass pollen suppresses Quack Grass 
pollen. However, Quack Grass has adapted 
to this threat by going to rhizomal 
reproduction. 

As you can see, when difficulties 
occur naturally, plants come up with their 
own very successful strategies. Fighting 
fragmentation is the solution for the man¬ 
made problems of plant pollination. 

With Dr. Murphy’s help the cottagers 
of Eastern Ontario are working to limit 
the destruction of the forest and preserve 
their wildflowers. 

This Month: Join Terence Dickinson 
as he exposes to us the wonders of the 
night sky via his slide show'- ANaturalists 1 
Guide to Star Gazing, 


Annual Report Bird Study Group 


by Lois Evans 

Celebrating its 11th season, the Bird 
Study Group met eight times during 1997- 
98, ahvays on the third Monday of the 
month. All but one of the meetings were 
held at the Canada Centre for Inland 
Waters on Lakeshore Road. Attendance 
averaged between 60 and 70. 

Bruce Duncan the founder of the 
group having retired, Lois Evans assumed 
the role of organizer and chairperson. 
Monthly agendas included reports about 


birds seen locally, in-depth identification 
sessions, and overview's of local birding 
hot spots. Featured presentations, usually 
illustrated with slides, w'ere made by Wilf 
Yusek (bird photography), John Miles 
(banding), Don Wills (nesting boxes), 
Richard Knapton (Cambridge Bay), 
Glenn Coady (Utah), Kayo Roy (Attu, 
Alaska) and Lois Evans (Costa Rica). 

The chair is indebted to Rob Dobos, 
Dennis Lewington, Rose Petersen and 
Mike Street for their assistance in planning 
and conducting the meetings. P| 
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Metamorphosis: the Making of a Natural Wild Garden 


by Rose Petersen 

When Ian and I moved to Hatton 
Drive in 1991 the yard was just that, a 
yard. It had the usual lawn and foundation 
plantings of the usual shrubs. Over the 
past years we have gradually made it a 
natural wild garden that provides birds, 
insects, and animals an oasis in the vast 
wasteland of suburbia. We are a block 
from a small wild area and are on a fly way 
for migrating birds. For inspiration one of 
the best books I read was “Noah’s 
Garden” by Sara Bonnett Stein. 

I am going to spend a few columns 
describing the metamorphosis from a yard 
to a garden. This month will be about 
changing over from a chemical, water 
guzzling, noise making swimming pool 
to a peaceful “natural” pond alive with 
life that is a source ofjoy at all times of the 
year. 

We knew the pool had to go. as we 
really enj oyed watching the W ater St riders 
on the puddling water that collected on 
the cover more than we did swimming. 

We had to remove the old swimming 
pool, which was quite a job as it was 
partially built into the deck and sunk into 
the ground with cement supports. We 
couldn’t use the hole because it was too 
close to the house as we w'anted a deck 
between house and pond. Ian had to dig 
another area further back for the pond, 
filling in the hole from the swimming 
pool with the dirt. 

Ian dug an oval hole 20 feet by 12 feet 
with a shelf at the one foot depth and one 
at the two foot depth, dropping to three 
feet at the centre. It would have been 
good if the shelves w'ent all the way 


Tiie first installment of 

a series on naturalization 

around but we ran into leftover tiles from 
a septic bed, so we just smoothed over 
that area which made a slope and is now 
hard to deal with. 

We put down 2 inches of sand as a 
protection, then a felt underpad, followed 
by a heavy 40 mil rubber liner. We put 
flagstones around one side, filled it with 
water and we were set. The expense 
(about $1,000) and hard work was done. 

The first two years we bought water 
plants and received starts from others 
with ponds. By shopping around we 
found native species such as Bog Bean, 
Stitch Grass, Bog Arum, Marsh Marigold, 
Water Plantain, Blue Iris, Arrowhead, 
Cotton Grass and others. We also put in 
pink and yellow water lilies; while not 
being native they are lovely and prolific 
bloomers. 

All these plants are potted in baskets 
so they can be moved and divided. They 
have seeded themselves around in nooks 
between the rocks, which hide the liner 
along the edge. I sometimes just leave a 
few pots, with heavy soil, barely 
submerged and see what grows. I haven’t 
bought a new plant in years. 

Every year I find something new 
living in, or growing around this pond. 
This year it was Caddis Fly larvae with 
their mossy homes around them. Another 
year it was a Fisher Spider. We have had 
one Leopard Frog, several Grey Tree 
Frogs and a few Spring Peepers, and two 
years ago a gazillion toads. However a 


Garter Snake has moved in and no 
amphibians have been here since. I 
wouldn’t mind if we could see and enjoy 
him more often, but he is rarely seen. 

Of course we have many varieties of 
Dragon and Damsel Flies. These are 
always a treat to watch during courtship 
zooming around in circles over the pond 
and then laying their eggs. Then we 
watch them as nymphs and eventually see 
them crawl out onto a stem and 
metamorphose into an adult, leaving 
behind their gossamer skins. 

The variety of living things in our 
pond is truly amazing. We use no 
chemicals and we have no pump. The 
surface of the water is large enough, that 
combined with the oxygenator plants, the 
pond stays clean. The only upkeep is to 
top up the water in dry spells and to 
fertilise the lilies. 

In the spring there is a period where 
we might have a bit of 1 ‘green’ ’ water that 
is just algae, which is healthy for a pond, 
it soon clears naturally. I need to thin out 
some underwater plants as they are prolific 
growers and it is necessary to divide 
plants from time to time. 

I should admit, when the lilies needed 
dividing I just couldn’t bear to go into the 
freezing cold April water and get them 
from the bottom so Ian bravely did it. It 
was an awful job but only needs doing 
every three years. Ian, with a smile, (or 
was it a grimace?) calls himself “Manuel 
Labour.” 

Because thepond is such an important 
part of our wildlife habitat I will continue 
with “pests” and plants around the pond 
next month. |H 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT 

To The Members of the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 

I have audited the statement of financial position of Hamilton Naturalists’ Club as at April 30, 1998 and the 
statement of revenue and expenditures and surplus for the year then ended. These financial statements are 
the responsibility of the club’s management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial 
statements based on my audit. 

Except as explained in the following paragraph, I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards Those standards require that I plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating 
the overall financial statement presentation. 

In common with many charitable organizations, the Club derives income from donations and fund-raising 
activities, the completeness of which is not susceptible of satisfactory audit verification. Accordingly, my 
verification of donation and fund-raising income was limited to the amounts recorded in the records of the 
Club, and I was not able to determine whether any adjustments might be necessary to donations and fund¬ 
raising income, net assets and surplus. 

In my opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if any which I might have determined to be necessary had 
I been able to satisfy myself concerning the completeness of the donations and fund-raising income referred 
to in the preceding paragraph, these financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial 
position of the Club as at April 30,1 998 and the results of its operations for the year then ended in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. _ 


August 11, 1998 
Hamilton, Ontario 

HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB Antony Polzer 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION Chartered Accountant 
YEAR ENDED April 30, 1998 

1998 1997 

9,247 12,792 

84,200 66,914 

2,798 2,254 

298 651 

1,626 232 

4 4 

(1.0001 (2.5001 

97.173 80.347 

32,500 27,500 

64.673 52.847 

97.173 80.347 


Net Assets 
Cash in bank 
Term deposits 
Accrued interest receivable 
Accounts receivable 
Prepaid expenses 
Capital assets (note 2) 
Accrued liabilities 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus (note 3) 
Unrestricted surplus 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES AND SURPLUS 
YEAR ENDED APRIL 30, 1998 



1998 

1997 

Revenue 

Membership fees 

8,424 

7,086 

Project grants 

1,340 

800 

Donations and bequest 

20,212 

9,482 

Fund-raising 

1,583 

936 

Interest 

3,895 

3,227 

Other 

1.061 

3.145 


36.515 

24.676 

Expenditures 

Natural Areas Inventory project costs 


2,500 

Other project costs 

1,939 

2,977 

Office and administration 

2,737 

1,054 

Bank, legal, insurance and audit 

2,795 

4,358 

Sanctuary property tax 

(1,815) 

2,043 

Sanctuary equipment and maintenance 

186 

1,464 

General meetings 

2,220 

2,296 

Newsletter 

3,818 

3,868 

Publicity 

187 

130 

Other 

1,423 

1,385 

Donations 

Red Hill Valley History Book 

1,000 


Norfolk Field Naturalists 

5,000 


Carolinian Canada 

200 


Federation of Ontario Naturalists 


1,000 

Earthroots 


500 

Other 


500 


1 9.690 

24.075 

Excess of revenue over expenditures 

16,825 

601 

Surplus, beginning of year 

80.347 

79.746 

Surplus, end of year 

97.172 

80.347 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus (note 3) 

32,500 

27,500 

Unrestricted surplus 

64.672 

52.847 


97.172 

80.347 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 
SCHEDULED OF REVENUE EXPENDITURES 
YEAR ENDED APRIL 30, 1998 
(Unaudited) 


General 

Conservation 

Sanctuary 

Endowment 

Walkathon 

Total 

Revenue 







Member dues 

8,624 



(200) 


8,424 

Project grants: 







Peregrines 


500 




500 

Christie Sign 


840 




840 

Fund-raising 

520 

100 




620 

Donations 

2,052 

840 

12,320 



15,212 

Bequests 



5,000 



5,000 

Interest 

232 

326 

2,871 

288 

178 

3,895 

Baillie Birdathon 

535 

428 




963 

Other 

291 

770 




1.061 


12.254 

3.804 

20.191 

88 

1Z8 

36.515 

Expenditures 







Woodduck 

3,818 





3,818 

Office and admin 

2,380 

62 

295 



2,737 

Bank,legal,insce,audit 

2,464 

166 

165 



2,795 

Birding 

516 





516 

Jr Naturalists 






- 

Meetings, programme 

1,704 





1,704 

Publicity 

187 





187 

Wildflowcr Action Crew 





- 

Other 

1,123 

300 




1,423 

Sanctuary main. 



186 



186 

Property taxes 



1,015 



1,015 

Property tax rebates 



(2,830) 



(2,830) 

Donations: 







Land purchases 



5,000 



5,000 

Other 


444 



756 

1,200 

Projects: 







Peregrines 


1,099 




1,099 

Nature in City 






- 

Research Initiatives 






Christie Sign 


840 




840 

Scout House 








12.192 

2,911 

3.831 

- 

m 

19.690 

Excess (deficiency) of 







revenue over 







expenditures 

62 

893 

16,360 

88 

(578) 

16,825 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 
SCHEDULED OF REVENUE EXPENDITURES 
YEAR ENDED APRIL 30, 1998 
(Unaudited) 



General 

Conservation 

Sanctuary 

Endowment 

Walkathon 

Total 

Surplus, beginning 
of year 

12,335 

7.203 

46.648 

6.260 

7.901 

80347 

Surplus, end of 
year 

12.397 

8.096 

63.008 

6J48 

7.323 

97.172 

Comprised of: 
Restricted surplus 
Unrestricted surplus 

12.397 

8.096 

32,500 

30.508 

6,348 

7.323 

32,500 

64,672 


12.397 

8.096 

63.008 


7.323 

97.172 



HNC Programs 

by Glenn Barrett 

During the 1997/1998 season HNC 
members and guests were informed and 
entertained by a variety of speakers and 
their slide shows. We had the opportunity 
to leam about topics as diverse as spiny 
soft-shell turtles, cecropia moths, 
freshwater mussels, disappearing 
wildflowers, and life in the Galapagos. 

This season's line-up of topics and 
speakers promises to be just as diverse 
and interesting. For those naturalists who 
like to travel we will have the opportunity 
to view the natural wonders found in 
theCaribbean (February 8th) and at Point 
Pelee (April 5th). A location closer to 
home will be made even closer when we 
enjoy a talk (December 14th) on the work 
being done with birds of prey at the 
Mountsberg Conservation Area which 
will include the use of live birds. 

A look back at the changes that have 
occurred in Hamilton Harbour during the 
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Annual Report of the HNC Conservation Committee 


by Brian McHattie 

1997-98 has been another very active 
year for your Club’s Conservation 
Committee. Our work centres on natural 
areas advocacy, education, and active 
conservation projects towards ensuring 
the restoration and protection of nature in 
the greater Hamilton area and beyond. 

Advocacy Activities: 

Some examples of how the 
Conservation Committee works to make 
sure the view' of naturalists on natural 
areas protection is front and centre include: 

• Protecting the Red Hill Valley by 
writing letters, meeting with area 
politicians, and conducting hikes 

• Providing comments on land use 

HNC Programs continued 
past 30 years will be the topic at the 
January 11th meeting, and in May we will 
learn about the importance of habitat 
corridors to wildlife (May 10th). 

In November wildlife species at risk 
across Canada will be examined 
(November 9th), and in March we will 
learn all about the Massassauga 
Rattlesnake which is found in Ontario. 

Finally, to start the 1998/1999 season 
offwitha“Big Bang'"the HNC is pleased 
to present the internationally known 
astronomer and author Terence Dickinson 
who will explain to us a few ofthe wonders 
of the universe viewable with spotting 
scopes and binoculars (September 14th). 

If you have a suggestion for future 
Club speakers please talk with any member 
of the HNC executive at the monthly 
meetings. ^ 


developments such as the Discovery 
Centre in the Dundas Valley, the Jewish 
Community Centre development in the 
Tiffany Falls Environmentally Significant 
Area (ESA), and Cawthra Bush in 
Mississauga 

• Sitting on local government 
committees such as the City ofHamilton’s 
Windermere Basin Land Use Planning 
Committee (where our minority position 
to designate Winderemere as open space 
carried the day at Regional Council) and 
opposition on the Region’sNatural Areas 
Coordinating Committee - a multi-agency 
information-sharing forum on natural 
areas issues which w'e co-chair with the 
Region. 

Education Activities 

• Updating the Club's popular 
"Naturally, Hamilton!" booklet by adding 
special sections on the HNC Vision, the 
Red Hill Valley, and fish-watching spots, 
as well as updating the map on the centre 
pages. 

• Leading hikes for the Club and the 
Friends of Red Hill Valley on a regular 
basis 

• Making slide presentations to groups 
using our "What’s Alive in Hamilton- 
Wenlworth" presentation 

• Co-sponsoring a "Lands for Life" 
awareness event at the Hamilton Public 
Library in conjunction with McMaster 
University’s Ontario Public Interest and 
Research group (OPIRG) 

Conservation Projects 

We assisted Club members m the 
fourth annual Falcon Watch program - 
this year four Peregrine chicks were 


successfully fledged. 

We are currently working on 
preparing a plan to revegetate an Ontario 
Hydro right of way in Burlington. 

In 1997-98, funds from the HNC 
Conservation Fund were used to hire a 
Falcon Watch Coordinator, and to provide 
financial support to the Bay Area 
Restoration Council, and the new' 
Carolinian Canada Coalition. 

Plans for 1998-99 include publishing 
a new version of "Naturally, Hamilton!", 
including distributing 265,000 copies as 
an insert to the Hamilton Spectator; 
becoming more proactive on monitoring 
land use developments around ESAs, 
helping to renew Hamilton Harbour 
Remedial Action Plan implementation 
efforts, and making additional slide 
presentations to groups across the Region. 

We could use additional volunteers 
to assist the Club in carrying out these 
activities. What’s in it for you? 

Volunteering with the Conservation 
Committee is a great way to become 
empowered on how' individuals working 
can influence government decision¬ 
making, to learn new' skills that are 
valuable to those interested in a career in 
natural areas restoration and protection 
work, and of course to meet energetic, 
visionary like-minded people. 

Many thanks to all hard-w'orking 
Conservation Committee members with 
special gratitude from peregrines 
everywhere to Brian Burgon and Mike 
Street, and Don Gleig for their work on 
another difficult, but successful Falcon 
Watch! M 


page 14 



The Wood Duck 


September 1998 


Report of the 
Sanctuary Director 

by Frank Morley 

Our two sanctuaries, Spook}'Hollow 
and Short Hills, have been the focus of 
some activity this past year, 

TheHNC became a founding member 
of the Ontario Nature Trust Alliance, 
which is an organization of Land Trusts 
and Private Nature Sanctuaries. United 
we will be able to present a stronger voice 
for protection of these lands, and can 
more readily share information with 
groups holding interests similar to our 
own. 

At our Short Hills sanctuary, a site 
has been marked out whose biotic contents 
are being monitored as part of a Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere study. Our 
sanctuary is providing a control site which 
will be compared to other escarpment 
areas subjected to more human impacts. 

A prairie restoration is proceeding at 
Spooky Hollow. Two sites were identified 
in the northern pine plantation which was 
part ofthe recent addition to the sanctuary. 
Some of these trees have been removed to 
open up the area for the prairie restoration 
which is scheduled to continue this winter. 

Trail maintenance is continuing at 
both sanctuaries, as well as installation of 
new boardwalks and resting benches. We 
are continuing to monitor and consider 
removal strategies for invasive plant 
species. 

Members and their families are 
always welcome to visit the sanctuaries. 
You can participate in Club organized 
maintenance activities or just enjoy the 
experience. |pl 


HNC Membership Growing Agam 


by Jocelyn Neysmith 

With the formation of a Membership 
Committee, this past year has been an 
active one. The Committee was struck to 
find ways to attract new members to the 
HNC, whileencouragingformermembers 
to renew their memberships. 

We addressed the first issue by 
concentrating on ways to raise the public 
profile of the Club; we explored a number 
of strategies, such as producing 
promotional materials, setting up the Club 
display in public forums, organizing talks 
to community groups, and expanding our 
publicity. 

We addressed the issue of former 
members who decided not to renew their 
Club membership by asking them 
personally how the HNC could better 
fulfill their needs to encourage them to re¬ 
join. As it turned out, the majority of 
former Club members had simply 
forgotten to renew! 

The Membership Committee owes 
much of the work we accomplished this 
year to Tom Crooks’ tireless efforts. The 
other members of the Committee include 
Christine Bishop (Publicity Director), 
Glenn Barrett (Program Director) and 
myself. 

Here are several of the strategies 
we’re currently working on, particularly 
those which you can help us with: 

We would like to do more than simply 
welcome our new members at the Club 
monthly general meetings. If anyone is 
interested in introducing a new member 
to the Club by attending an HNC outing 
with them, accompanying them to a Bird 
Study group meeting ifthey’re a birder, or 


some other simple way to make them feel 
at home, please give me a call or see me 
at the Membership Table during monthly 
general meetings. 

The Club has designed and purchased 
license plate frames which we are selling 
forthebargainpriceof$5.00each. Perhaps 
you've seen them around town? Don’t be 
left out - buy one for your vehicle, and 
help us to promote the HNC while 
displaying your concern for conservation! 

The frames are available at the 
Membership Table during monthly 
general meetings. 

Members of the Conservation 
Committee will be available to present 
the Club’s “What’s Alive in Hamilton- 
Wentworth and Burlington?” slide show 
to community groupsthis fall. Ifyouhave 
any suggestions of groups that might be 
interested in receiving the slide show, 
please pass them on to me. 

The total number of Hamilton 
Naturalists ’ Club memberships has started 
to rise toward the highs we enjoyed in the 
late 1980s, when public concern for the 
environment was at a peak. 

More recently, issues such as the 
economy and health care have taken 
higher priority. However, as we are well 
aware, these issues are all interconnected 
and the HNC’s role in education and 
advocating conservation is more 
important than ever. 

If any HNC members have skills or 
ideas to share with us on how to increase 
Club membership, please call me at (905) 
336-4885 or join us for a Membership 
Committee meeting! 
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Minutes of the HNC Annual General Meeting, October 6,1997 


1. Callto Order TheAnnualGeneral 
Meeting oftheHamiltonNaturalists’ Club 
was called to order on October 6th, 1997 
at the Royal Botanical Gardens Centre 
auditorium. 

2. Appointment of Chairperson 
and Secretary Moved by Roslynne Price 
and seconded by Wolfgang Luft that 
Betty' Blashill act as chairperson and that 
Don McLean act as secretary' for the 
meeting. Carried. 

3. Quorum Notice having been 
given to all members pursuant to The 
Wood Duck and there being at least 30 
members present, the Annual Meeting 
was declared duly constituted. 

4. Minutes of the last Annual 
Meeting Moved by John Hannah and 
seconded by Bill Randall that the minutes 
of the Annual General Meeting held on 
October 7, 1996 be accepted as published 
in the September 1997 issue of The Wood 
Duck. Carried. 

In accordance with the practice of the 
last few years, a detailed account of the 
various activities of the Club was 
published in the September issue of The 
Wood Duck. There w'ere no questions 
which any member wanted to ask 
concerning those activities. There were 
no questions of any kind w'hich a member 
wanted to ask. As a consequence, the 
meeting w'as confined to the legal 
requirements of our annual meeting. 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

(a) Financial Statements The 
Treasurer, Walter Muma, presented the 
Financial Statements for the fiscal year 
ending April 30,1997. Moved by Walter 
Muma and seconded by Bill Randall that 


the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. 
Carried. 

(b) Appointment of Auditor Moved 
by Walter Muma and seconded by- 
Wolfgang Luft that Anthony Polzer, 
Chartered Accountant, be nominated as 
auditor of this Corporation for the fiscal 
year ending April 30, 1998 at a 
remuneration to be fixed by the Board of 
Directors, and that the Board be hereby 
authorized to fix such remumeration. 
Carried. 

6. Confirmation of Actions of 
Executive Moved by Pierre Arnold and 
seconded by Norm Ralston that all acts, 
contracts, by-laws, proceedings, 
appointments, elections, and payments 
enacted, made, done, and taken by the 
Directors and Officers of the Corporation 
since the annual meeting of the 
Corporation held October 7, 1996 and 
referred to in the minutes of the meetings 
of the Board of Directors, or in the annual 
reports of the Corporation, be approved, 
ratified and confirmed. Carried. 

7. Nominating Committee Report 
There being no furthernominations having 
been received by the Secretary' prior to 
Oct. 1 as required by the Club by-laws, it 
was moved by Marg Walton of the 
Nominating Committee and seconded by 

Slide Shows Needed 

This year's Annual General Meeting 
and Members Night is on October 5. 
HNC members w'ho have a short (10 
to 15 minute) slide show they w'ould 
like to share with the Club, should call 
Glenn Barrett at 546-9764.The slides 
could be of a recent trip or perhaps an 
exciting sighting. 


Beth Stormont that the following list of 
persons, who had previously consented 
to act in such capacity, be nominated as 
directors of the Corporation to hold office 
until the first annual meeting of the 
Corporation or until their successors have 
been elected, or appointed, subject to the 
provisions of the Corporation’s by-laws 
and the Business Corporation Act 1982 
namely: 


Jean Stollard 
Frank Morley 
Betty' Blashill 
Cathy Cooper 
Pierre Arnold 
Glen Barrett 
Walter Muma 
Sean Morley 
Gillian Quick 
Christine Bishop 
Don McLean 
Brian McHattie 
Jocelyn Neysmith 
Terry Stortz 
Carried. 


Sanctuaries 

Social 

Programme 

Conservation 

Publicity 
Wood Duck 
Director at Large 
Membership 
Field Events 


Moved by Marg Walton and seconded by 
Heather Wilson that the following persons 
hold office in the Corporation for the 
coming year or until their successors are 
elected or appointed, namely: 


Past President 

President 

Vice President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Carried. 


Betty' Blashill 
Jean Stollard 
Pierre Arnold 
Walter Muma 
Gillian Quick 


8. Adjournment On motion from 
Betty' Blashill, seconded by Bill Randall, 
the annual general meeting w'as adjourned 
at 8:32 p.m. HI 
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Noteworthy Bird Records 


byRobDobos 

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 1998 to Apr 30: 180. Underlined species or dates require documentation 
by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. 


Observers: Rhonda Barr (RBr), Christine Bishop (CB), Mike Boyd (MB), Rick Brown (RB), Brian Burgon (BBu), Catarina 
Burguete (CBu), Barb Charlton (BC), Dawn Christilaw (DCw), Jack Christilaw (JCw), Dave Copeland (DCo), Tom Crooks (TC), 
Bob Curry (RC), Rob Dobos (RD), Jerry Doer (JDr), Dave Don (DD), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Alf Epp (AE), Jennie Foley (JF), 
Mike Foley (MF), Carl Hamann (CH), John Elannah (JHh), Brian Henley (BHe), Mark Jennings (MJ), Marc Johnson (MJo), Ursula 
Kolster (UK), Bill Lamond (BL), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Corey Lewis (CL), Rick Ludkin (RL), Samm 
MacKay (SMy), Stuart Mackenzie (SM), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Jamie Miles (JaM), John Miles (JM), Matt Mills (MM), Niagara 
Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), John Olmsted (JO), Cynthia Pekarik (CP), Rose Petersen (RPe), Gavin Platt (GP), Jennifer Reader 
(JR), Michael Rinas (MRi), Carl Rothfels (CR), Tony Salvadori (TS), Glenda Slessor (GS), Hobbe Smit (HS), Ian Smith (IS), Mike 
Street (MS), Peter Thoem (PT), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Gavin Wells (GWe), Martin Wemaart (MWe), Don Wills (DWi), many 
observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the migration 
L -last occurrence for the migration 
HSA -Hamilton Study Area 
max. -maximum # reported . 
terr. -territorial bird 


Plumages, etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
imm. -immature 

1st sum. -first summer 
subad. -subadult 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [5J?] 

Haldimand-Norfolk [HN] 
Halton [HL\ 

Hamilton-Wentworth [HW] 
Niagara [AG] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT\ 

Wellington [WL\ 


MARCH-APRIL 1998 

Overview: This spring followed an extremely mild winter during which Hamilton Harbour and the Lake Ontario shoreline 
remained ice-free all season. With the exception of Oldsquaw, waterfowl migration was generally unremarkable, likely due to 
open water conditions farther north. Record high temperatures at the end of March resulted in a number of extremely early 
spring migrants establishing record early arrival dates during late March and early April. Passerine migration w'as generally 
slow in late April, and hawk migration was about average. 

Note: A new notation has been added to these records. Species for w'hich all valid reported records will be listed are marked 
with following the name. 

Red-throated Loon#: Birds at Woodland Cemetery [HW]: 7 -Apr 2 *(JO), 7 -Apr 5 (RPe,IS), 2 -Apr 11 (KM et al.). 

Common Loon: Two at Woodland Cemetery Apr 2 F (JO). 

Pied-billed Grebe: One on Hamilton Harbour off LaSalle Marina [HW] Mar 18 F (RD); three at Green Mt Rd Quarry [HW] 
Mar 30 (RD); a terr. pair at Foreman Rd Wetland [HW] Apr 3-on (RD); four at Puslinch Lake [WL] Apr 4 (RD,BC,KM); six at 
Smithville Sewage Ponds [AG] Apr 21 (KM). 

Horned Grebe: One off LaSalle Marina (KM,RD,BC) and one off Venture Inn [HL] (KM) Mar 7 F; 18 off Woodland 
Cemetery Mar 31 (RD); two at Valens C.A. [HW] and one at Puslinch Lake Apr 4 (RD,BC,KM); a max. of 75 off Burlington 
Lakeshore [HL] Apr 19 (KM). 
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Red-necked Grebe: One on Harbour off Bayshore Park [HW] Mar 14 F (KM); three at Woodland Cemetery Apr 2 (JO); a 
max. of 70 on Lake Ontario off Shoreacres [HL\ Apr 11 (KM.CB); the breeding pair returned to Bronte Harbour [HL\ to begin 
nest building by Apr 13 (GE). 

Eared Grebe#: One off Guelph Line [HL] Apr 28*-29 {fide MS;RC). 

Double-crested Cormorant: 13 at NE Shore of Harbour [HW] Mar 6 F (CP) were early; two at Mouth of Red Hill Creek [HW] 
Mar 15 (RD) were likely overwintering; six past CCIW [HL] Mar 27 (RD), and numbers increasing thereafter. 

American Bittern#: One at Ruthvcn. Cayuga |//A| Apr 21 * (RL); two at Mountsberg C.A. [HWWL] Apr 23 (DD.TC). 

Great Blue Heron: One off LaSalle Marina Mar 18 F (RD). 

Great Egret#: One at Dundas Marsh \HW\ Apr l*-3 (UK); one over Shell Park, Bronte [HL] Apr 19 (GE). 

Green Heron: One at Middletown Marsh [HW\ Apr 2*-4 and Apr 16 (RD,BC) was likely record early for Ontario. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Five at Bronte Marsh [HL] Apr 5 F and 35 there Apr 14 (MJ). 

Turkey Vulture: Birds counted at Beamer C.A., Grimsby [AG]: 1 -Mar 5, 347 -Mar 27, 282 -Mar 28, 858 -Mar 29 (new one 
day record high) (NPH); 363 over Dundas [HW] Mar 29 (MM,JHh). 

Snow Goose#: Two at Hagersville Quarries [HN] Mar 28 F (JaM et al.). 

Canada Goose: A pair was nesting 6 m off the ground in a tree stump at N Shore of Cootes Paradise [HW] Apr 11-on (JF,MF). 
Trumpeter Swan#: One imm. at Valens C.A. Apr 4-19 (RD,BC,KM;JR). 

Tundra Swan#: Six at Cone 5 W of Millgrove [HW] Mar 2 (RD); 50 over N Shore of Cootes Paradise Mar 7 (RD,BC); 13 over 
Beamer C.A. Mar 15 (KM); four at Valens C.A. Mar 25 (RC); 12 at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet | HW] Mar 27 (DL,GL); birds on Mar 
28: 60 -Burlington Lakeshore (PT), 60 -Strabane [HW] (RD,BC), 4 -Mount Hope [HW] (HS); 11 over Downtown Hamilton 
[HW] (KM.BL) and 13 over Middletown Marsh (RD,BC) Mar 29; 13 overNE Shore ofHarbour Mar 31 L (RD). 

Wood Duck: One m. at Middletown Marsh Mar 1 and nine there Apr 12 (RD); 11 at Woodland Cemetery (RC) and over 
Dundas (MM) Mar 29. 

Gadwall: 22 at Dundas Hydro Pond [HW] Mar 15-16 (MM,GP). 

Eurasian Wigeon#: One m. at Mountsberg C.A. Apr 5*-7 (MWe). 

American Wigeon: Three at Green Mt Rd Quarry Mar 7 (KM); 10 at Mountsberg C.A. Mar 25 (RC); five ofifN Shore of 
Harbour Mar 26 (RC); eight at Valens C.A. Mar 27 (RD); 25 at 8th Rd E, Saltfleet [HW] Mar 29 (RC,GS). 

Blue-winged Teal: Seven at 8th Rd E, Saltfleet Mar 29 (KM,RC,GS); 10 at Dundas Marsh Apr 3 (RD). 

Northern Shoveler: One m. at Dundas Hydro Pond Mar 15 was found dead there Mar 16 (MM,GP); 25 off Woodland 
Cemetery Mar 31 (RD); 10 at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 21 (KM). 

Northern Pintail: Six at Van Wagners Beach [HW] Mar 8 (KM); birds on Mar 29: 38 -St Augustines Cemetery, Dundas [HW] 
(MM), 20 -Woodland Cemetery (RC et at), 38 -8th Rd E, Saltfleet (RC,GS,KM), 20 -Middletown Marsh (RD,BC). 
Green-winged Teal: A max of 200 at 8th Rd E, Saltfleet Mar 29 (KM,RC,GS). 

“EURASIAN” GREEN-WINGED TEAL#; One m. at 8th Rd E, Saltfleet Mar 29 * (KM,RC,GS). 

Canvasback: Two at Mountsberg C.A. Mar 25 F (RC); 200 offN Shore ofHarbour Mar 26 (RC). 

Redhead: Five at Mountsberg C.A. Mar 25 (RC); five at Valens C.A. Apr 4 (RD,BC,KM); one m. at Grimsby Sew'age Ponds 
[AG] Apr 21 (KM). 

Ring-necked Duck: Seven off Woodland Cemetery' Mar 6 (RD); five at Bronte Mar 14-16 (KM;MJ); 40 at Mountsberg C.A. 
Mar25(RC); 140 at Valens C.A Mar27(RD); 15 at Green MtRd Quarry Mar 30 (RD); 18 at Dundas Marsh Apr 3 (RD); 10 
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at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 23 (DL,GL,CH). 

King Eider#: One 1st yr. m. off Bal Harbour Dr, Grimsby [Mr] Mar 15 (KM); one subad. m. off Winston Churchill Blvd [HL] 
and St. Lawrence Cement Pier [PL] remained Mar 1-23L (m.obs.). 

Harlequin Duck#: One imm. m. from Venture Inn to Bronte Mar 1-Apr 29 at least (m.obs ). 

Surf Scoter: Counts off Burlington Lakeshore: 130 -Mar 5 (RD), 60 -Mar 22 (RC.GS), 220 -Apr 6 (RD); 100 off L.P. Sayers 
Park, Stoney Creek \HW\ Mar 16 (RD). 

White-winged Scoter: 1000 off Oakville Lakeshore [, HL ] Mar 2 (RD); three off Woodland Cemetery Mar 6 (RD); 500 off L.P. 
Sayers Park Mar 16 (RD); 100 off Van Wagners Beach Mar 20 (RD); 1000 off Venture Inn Mar 22 (RC,GS). 

Black Scoter: Two off Sioux Lookout Park [HL] Mar 5 (RD); two off Guelph Line Mar 14 (KM); two off Grays Rd [HW\ Mar 
15 (KM); one ad. m. off L.P. Sayers Park Mar 16 (RD); one ad. m.,one 1st win. m.,two f. off Venture Inn Mar 22-Apr 6 
(RC,GS;RD). 

Oldsquaw: About 25000 off Oakville Lakeshore Mar 2 (RD); 10000 off Burlington Lakeshore Mar 5 (RD); 1500 off L.P. 
Sayers Park Mar 16 (RD); 3500 off Bronte Apr 26 (MJ). 

Bufflehead: 260 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Apr 7 (RD). 

Hooded Merganser: Three m. at Middletown Marsh Mar 1-on and lm.,lf. there Apr 12 (RD.BC); four at Mountsberg C.A. 
Mar 25 (RC); nine at Green Mt Rd Quarry Mar 29 (RD,BC). 

Common Merganser: 50 at Mountsberg C.A. Mar 25 (RC); 210 atValens C.A. Mar 27 (RD). 

Ruddy Duck: 13 at Windermere Basin [HW] and eight at Tollgate Ponds [HW] Mar 9 (RD); one at Bronte Mar 28 (MJ); 25 at 
Cootes Paradise Apr 1 (MM); 14 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Apr 12 (KM); 10 at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 12 (RC,GS); 40 
at Tollgate Ponds Apr 19 (KM); three at PetroCanada Pier [HL] Apr 26 (MJ). 

Northern Shelduck: One escapee f. at Desjardins Canal, Dundas [HW] Mar 28-on (CBu), 

Osprey: Birds counted at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 28 *, 1 -Mar 29, 6 (max.) -Apr 18 (NPH); one at Patterson Rd, Dundas [HW] 
Mar 29 (MM,JHh); a pair started nesting on an artificial platform at Dundas Marsh in mid-Apr (m.obs.) providing the first 
nesting record for Hamilton-Wentworth. 

Bald Eagle#: A total of 24 counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 7F-Apr 29 with a max. of nine on Mar 29 (NPH); one ad. over Bronte 
Mar 13 (RC,GS); one ad. at N Shore Cootes Paradise Mar 28 (PT). 

Northern Harrier: Three at Beamer C.A. Mar 7 F (NPH). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Birds counted at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 2F, 155 -Mar 28, 188 -Apr 12, 219 -Apr 13 (NPH). 

Cooper’s Hawk: Birds counted at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 2F, 23 -Mar 28, 21 -Mar 29 (NPH); one terr. pair at Middletown 
Marsh Apr 5-on (RD,BC); one terr. ad. at Red Hill Valley [HW] Apr 18 (MM et al.). 

Northern Goshawk#: A total of 14 counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 17F- 

Apr 25L (NPH); one at Patterson Rd Mar 29 (MM,JHh); one imm. at Burloak Woods [HL] Apr 13 (MJ). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Birds counted at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 2F, 96 -Mar 26, 219 -Mar 29 (NPH). 

Broad-winged Hawk: Birds counted at Beamer C.A.: 16 -Apr 12*, 571 -Apr 19, 435 -Apr 21, 507 -Apr 29 (NPH); 48 over 
RBG Arboretum [HW] Apr 26 (MM). 

SWAINSON’S HAWK#: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 28 * and two there Apr 29 (NPH). 

Red-tailed Hawk: One dark morph calurus at Beamer C.A. Mar 31 (NPH). 
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FERRUGINOUS HAWK#: One was identified at Beamer C.A. Apr 12 * (NPH) for potentially the second record for the 
HSA. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Two at Beamer C.A. Mar 7 F (NPH); two dark, one light morph at York [//A] Mar 17 (DL,GL,CH). 
Golden Eagle#: Birds counted at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 24*. 1 -Mar 25, 2 -Mar 29, 1 -Apr 6, 1 -Apr 12L (NPH). 

Merlin#: One at Hagersville [ HN] Mar 20 F (RPe,IS); a total of 10 birds counted at Beamer C.A. Mar 26-Apr 23 (NPH). 
Peregrine Falcon#: A pair returned to the nest site at the Sheraton Hotel, Hamilton [HW\ Mar 4 (BBu); singles at Beamer C.A. 
Mar 29 and Apr 29 (NPH). 

Ring-necked Pheasant#: One f. at a Stoney Creek yard Mar 15 (RW); one f. at 5th Rd E, Saltfleet [HW\ Apr 18 (KM). 

Wild Turkey#: Two f. at Kirkwall Rd S of Reg Rd 97 [HW] Apr 3 (BC); five at Hyde Tract [HW] mid-Apr (MRi). 

Virginia Rail#: One at Slote & Mineral Springs Rds Wetland [HW] Apr 21 * (RPe,IS). 

American Coot#: Three at Venture Inn Mar 3-22 (RD;RC,GS); 25 at LaSalle Marina Mar 4 (RD); one at Dundas Marsh Apr 3 
F (RD); two at Valens C.A. Apr 4 (RD,BC,KM); one at Van Wagners Beach Apr 9 (RD); one at Dundas Hydro Pond Apr 13 
(RD); four at Green Mt Rd Quarry Apr 18 (KM); one at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 23 (DL,GL,CH). 

Sandhill Crane#: One at Freelton [, HW] Mar 4 * (MJo); one near Glen Morris [5R] Mar 28 (BL); one at Grass Lake [WT\ Mar 
29-on (SMy); one at Dundas Marsh Apr 10 (RPe,IS); one at Beamer C.A. Apr 26 (NPH). 

Killdeer: 20 over Dundas Mar 29 (MM,JHh). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Three at Ridge Rd [HW] and four at 5th Rd E, Saltfleet Apr 18 * (KM); one at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville 
[HN] Apr 23 (JM). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: One at 5th Rd E, Saltfleet Apr 18 * (KM); four at Twenty Rd E ofWestmount Rd [HW] Apr 23 
(DL,GL,CH); two at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville Apr 30 (JM). 

Spotted Sandpiper: One at N Shore of Harbour Apr 29 * (RC). 

Upland Sandpiper: One at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet Apr 18 * (CL). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Two at 5th Rd E, Saltfleet Apr 5 * (KM); 21 at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville Apr 26 (JM). 

Dunlin: Two at South Service & Winona Rds [HW] Apr 15 * (DL.GL); ten at Tollgate Ponds Apr 18 (KM). 

Common Snipe: One at Fiddlers Green Rd [HW] Mar 26 F (fide MS); three at Saltfleet Mar 29 (RC,GS,RD,BC); 19 at 5th Rd 
E, Saltfleet Apr 5 (DL,GL); one terr. at Middletown Marsh Apr 5 (RD,BC); one at Bronte Marsh Apr 14 (MJ). 

American Woodcock: Three at Berry Tract Mar 4 * (JHh), becoming regular thereafter. 

Little Gull#: One ad. at Woodland Cemetery' Mar 28 * (KM); one ad. at Fifty' Point C.A. [HWNG] Apr 19 (SM). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: 40 off Van Wagners Beach Mar 9 F (RD); birds off Woodland Cemetery: 100 -Mar 28 (KM), 57 -Mar 31 
(RD), 40 -Apr 13 (RD): 18 off Van Wagners Beach Apr 9 (RD); 100 off Shoreacres Apr 19 (KM); 90 off Bronte Apr 20 (MJ). 
Iceland Gull#: One 1st sum. off Van Wagners Beach Mar 9 (RD); one past CCIW Mar 20 (RD); one 1st sum. off Appleby 
Line [HL] Apr 19 L (KM). 

Glaucous Gull: Singles over Dunning Ct, Dundas [HW] Mar 7,25,26,29 (MM); one 1st sum. off Casablanca Blvd [7VG] Mar 15 
(KM); one at Brock Rd & Cone 6 [HW] Mar 26 (RD); one at CCIW Apr 3 L (RD). 

Caspian Tern: One at Tollgate Ponds [HW] Mar 29 * (AE) was record early for Ontario; one at Bronte Harbour Apr 2 (MJ); 

75 at NE Shore of Harbour nesting colony Apr 15 (RD), and common thereafter. 

Common Tern: 100 at NE Shore of Harbour (RC) and two at Bronte Harbour (MJ) Apr 29 *. 
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Snowy Owl# Two remained at Mount Hope Airport [HW\ to Mar 7 (RB); one migrating north over Berry Tract [HW\ Mar 30 L 
(BHe). 

Barred Owl#: One remained at Bronte Woods \HL\ to Mar 9 L (RD.BC). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl#: One remained at Hopkins Tract, RBG \HW\ to Mar 7 (GWe,RBr); one found dead at Gore Rd E of 
Townline Rd [WL\ Mar 11 (BC); a pair found nesting in a flicker box at Mulligan Rd, Onondaga Twp. [BR\ Apr (DWi) 
provided a first nesting record for Brant County. 

Chimney Swift: Two at Beamer C.A. Apr 11 * (JO), and one there Apr 12 (KM,RC et al.). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker#: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Apr 17 (MF). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at Beamer C.A. Mar 27 * (JO) was early. 

Pileated Woodpecker#: One at St. Augustines Cemetery Mar 26 (MM); one at Sixteen Mile Creek N of QEW [HL] Apr 16 
(MB); one at Valens C.A. Apr 19 (JR). 

Least Flycatcher: One at English Church Rd, Mount Hope [HW\ Apr 15 * (HS) was very early. 

Eastern Phoebe: One at Beamer C.A. (JO) and one at Shell Park (MJ) Mar 27 F; eight at Burloak Woods Apr 2 (MJ). 

Northern Shrike#: One at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet Mar 8 (RPe,IS); one imm. at Burloak Woods Mar 13-20 (RC,GS;MJ); one at 
Middletown Marsh Mar 14 (RD,BC); one at Mountsberg C.A. Mar 25 (RC); one at Cone 5 E of Brock Rd [HW\ Mar 25 (RD); 
one at Cone 5 W'of Westover Rd [HW\ Apr 3 (RD); one imm. at Valens C.A. Apr 4 L (RD,BC,KM). 

Blue-headed Vireo: One at 16 Mile Creek N of QEW Apr 27 * (MB). 

Common Raven#: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 3 * (DCo). 

Purple Martin: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 12 * (NPH). 

Tree Swallow: One at St. Augustines Cemetery Mar 26 * (MM); 108 at Bronte Apr 2 (MJ); 300 at Dundas Marsh Apr 3 (RD). 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One at Sixteen Mile Creek N of QEW Apr 16 * (MB). 

Bank Swallow: Ten at Burloak Park [HL] Apr 19 * (MJ). 

Barn Swallow: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 12 * (KM,RC et al.). 

Cliff Swallow: One at PetroCanada Pier Apr 26 * (MJ). 

Tufted Titmouse#: Two at RBG Arboretum Mar 8 (RC,GS), and three there Mar 16 (MM,GP). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Two at St. Augustines Cemetery Mar 29 F (MM). 

Brown Creeper: One at Bronte Mar 28 F (RC,GS); 28 at Burloak Woods Apr 2 (MJ). 

Carolina Wren#: One at Hatton Dr, Ancaster [ HW\ Mar 5 (RPe,IS); one terr. at Spencer Creek Woods [HW\ Mar 26-on 
(MM); one at Hurd St, Burlington [HL] Mar 31 (PT). 

House Wren: One at Hurd St, Burlington Mar 31 * (PT) was very early; one at Burloak Woods Apr 27 (MJ). 

Winter Wren: One at Spencer Creek Woods Mar 27 F (MM). 

Marsh Wren#: One at North Shore of Cootes Paradise \HW\ Mar 16 (MM,GP) had successfully overwintered. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Two at Shell Park Mar 14 F and 82 thereApr 2 (MJ). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at Beamer C.A. Mar 29 * (RC). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at Spencer Creek Woods Apr 13 * (MM.JHh). 

Eastern Bluebird: One f. at Middletown Marsh Mar 1 F (RD). 
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Hermit Thrush: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradies Mar 25 (TS) had overwintered; one at LaSalle Park Mar 31 F (RC); four at 
Red Hill Valley Apr 18 (MM et a !.); 11 at Bronte Apr 29 (MJ). 

Varied Thrush#: One m. remained at Kilbride [HL\ Mar 1-29L (JC\v,DCw). 

Northern Mockingbird: One at Cone 5 W of Westover Rd Apr 3 (RD). 

Brown Thrasher: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 12*-on (KM,RC et al.). 

American Pipit#: 20 at Green Mt Rd & 8th Rd E Mar 30 * (DL,GL,CH); one near Smithville Apr 12 (RC,GS). 

Northern Parula: One m. at Beamer C.A. Mar 27*-28 (JDr;m.obs.) was record early for Ontario. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Two at Dundas HydroPond Mar 16 (MM.GP) had overwintered; one at Beamer C.A. Mar 27 F 
(JO); 32 at Bronte Apr 26 (MJ). 

Pine Warbler: Two terr. m. at Sixteen Mile Creek N of QEW Apr 16 * (MB); one at LaSalle Park Apr 29 (RC). 

Palm Warbler: One hypochryseci was early at Bronte Harbour Apr 17*-19 (MJ); one at Shell Park Apr 29 (MJ). 
Black-and-white Warbler: One was record early at York Rd, Dundas Mar 28 * (GWe.RBr); one m. at Shell Park Apr 29 
(MJ). 

Eastern Towhee: One at York Rd, Dundas Mar 28 * (GWe,RBr); one f. at Bronte Harbour Apr 19 (MJ). 

American Tree Sparrow: One at Shell Park Apr 22 L (MJ). 

Chipping Sparrow: One at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Apr 14 * (RPe.IS). 

Field Sparrow: One at LaSalle Park Mar 31 * (MJ). 

Vesper Sparrow: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 18 * (RPe,lS). 

Savannah Sparrow: One at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet Mar 29 F (RD,RC). 

Fox Sparrow: Two at Beamer C.A. Mar 27*-on (JO et al). 

Swamp Sparrow: One terr. at Middletown Marsh Apr 5 F (RD). 

White-throated Sparrow: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 12 F (RC et al .); 

Bobolink: Three at Hwy 6 & Oneida 2nd Line [HN] Apr 30 * (DL,GL). 

Red-winged Blackbird: 500 at Green Mt Rd & 10th Rd E Mar 13 (DL,GL,CH). 

Eastern Meadowlark: Three at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet (DL.GL) and one at Valens Rd S of Cone 8 [HW] (RD) Mar 27 F. 

Rusty Blackbird: One at Burloak Woods Mar 28 F (RC.GS); 10 at 5th Rd E, Saltfleet Mar 29 (KM); four at Middletown 
Marsh Mar 30 (RD); two at Burloak Woods Apr 13 (MJ). 

Common Grackle: One partial albino at Middletown Marsh Mar 14 (RD.BC). 

Purple Finch#: One f. at Middletown Marsh Apr 16 * (RD); one at Hatton Dr. Ancaster Apr 22 (RPe,IS). 

White-winged Crossbill#: Ten at Shell Park Feb 20 (CR,MJo); one at Bronte Woods Mar 7 (RD); one m. at a feeder at Hatton 
Dr, Ancaster Apr 8-12L (RPe,IS). 

Common Redpoll: 50 at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Mar 31 and one thereApr 11 L (RPe,IS). 

Hoary Redpoll#: One at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Mar 5-10L (RPe.IS). 

Pine Siskin: 1-3 at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Mar 1-Apr 28 (RPe,IS). 

Evening Grosbeak: One at Homestead Dr, Mount Hope Apr 22 F (HS); one at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 28 (RL). 

Please send your bird records for May-July by September 10 to: Rob Dobos, 1156 5th. Cone. Rd. W., R.R.#2, Waterdown, Ont., 
LOR 2H2; phone: (905) 659-7732; e-mail: rob.dobos@ec.gc.ca HI 
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To start the new season, let’s take a 
look at something new: Kenn Kaufman’s 
recently publishedLives ofAmericanBirds 
(Houghton Mifflin 1996). A most 
respected name in ornithological circles, 
Kaufman’s intent was to go beyond the 
field guides to give detailed information 
about the habitat, feeding, nesting, 
migration and status of all of the species 
that occur regularly in North America. 
Each species account also includes a brief 
description ofthe bird, a colour photograph 
and a range map. 

This is indeed a handsome, hard- 
covered book of 675 pages, just the kind 
that a non-birder might buy for a birding 
friend. But are most birders prepared to 
pay $50.00 for it? 

The descriptions, illustrations and 
range maps duplicate material readily 
available in any good field guide, and as 
to the rest of the information, much of it 
can be found in The Birder's Handbook 
by Paul R. Ehrlich eta/. (Simon & Shuster, 
1988) currently selling for $24.50 and 
also available on CD-ROM. 

Taking the Grasshopper Sparrow as 
an example, the information in both 
sources is almost identical except 


Kaufman makes no mention of “Male 
territorial display directed at other males 
alternates song with crouched display of 
lowered head and fluttering wings” as 
recorded by Ehrlich el. at, and noted in 
the field this past spring by this observer. 

Moreover, the latter work also 
includes more than 200 enlightening 
essays on a wide range of topics such as 
avian biolog}', behaviour and taxonomy. 


For the very serious students of 
ornithology who want even more 
information about specific species, they 
are more likely to turn to Bent’s Life 
Histories of North American Birds (26 
volumes) and/or the new series Birds of 
North America (1992 ff) sponsored by 
the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia and the American 
Ornithologists’ Union. HI 


My Acquaintance with the Burgess Nature Books 


by W. W Judd 

On reading the account of the books 
by Thorton W Burgess in “The 
Naturalist’s Bookshelf ’ in the WoodDuck 
of February 1998, it came to mind that I 
have in my library the three Burgess 
books for children on flowers, birds and 
mammals. 

In February 1927 our family came 
up from Nova Scotia to Hamilton where 
my father was employed as rector of All 
Saints’ Church until 1936. 

In scouting about the environs of 
Hamilton we soon discovered that there 
were plants and birds here that we had not 
seen on the east coast, so we set about 
getting the Burgess books to make 
identifications. 

The first one we got w'as The Burgess 
Flower Book for Children (Little Brown 
and Co. 1923). It was inscribed: “earned 
by Bill and Pat (my brother) Judd, July 18, 
1927” for we did chores about the house 
to get the finances to buy the book. 

As reported in the first chapter, Peter 
Rabbit accompanied by the Merry Little 
Breezes sets out to discover the local 
plants. He finds the first one, the Skunk 
Cabbage, commenting that “It smells as 


if Jimmy Skunk had left a little of his scent 
around here”, and continues on to locate 
other plants throughout the year. 

In our case, we matched up the plants 
we found with the pictures in the book. 
Specimens of many of them were collected 
and are now on herbarium sheets in the 
University of Western Ontario as shown 
in my account (Judd 1984). 

Several of them are listed below along 
with the page number in Burgess, name of 
plant, locality and date of collection, and 
accession number in the herbarium. 

P8, Skunk Cabbage, Ancasater, April 
19, 1930 (71); P8, Yellow Adder’s 
Tongue, Aberfoyle, May 3, 1930 (62); 
P16, Hepatica, Puslinch, May 3, 1930 
(197); P16, Spring Beauty, Puslinch, May 
3, 1930 (695); P32, Marsh Marigold, 
Aberfoyle, May 3, 1930; P42, Spotted 
Crane’s-Bill, Clappison’s Comers, May 
17,1930 (43); P42, Common Cinquefoil, 
Hamilton, May 31, 1930 (108); P38, 
Bloodroot, Dundas, April 1930 (59); P56, 
Foam flower, Clappison’s Comers, May 
17, 1930 (56); Wild Columbine, 
Clappison’s Comers, May 17,1930; P96, 
Purple Trillium, Puslinch, May 3, .1930 
(694); PI28, Small Yellow Lady’s- 
slipper, May 5, 1931 (from garden of 
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J.H.C. Dempsey, as recounted in Judd 
1965) (26); PI60, Fringed Polygala, 
Clappison’s Comers, May 17,1930(79); 
PI64, Daisy, Ancaster, June 23, 1930 
(180), PI84, Harebell, Hamilton, July 7, 
1931 (208): P216, Wild Carrot, Oakville’ 
Sept. 13, 1930 (283); P224, Yarrow, 
Hamilton, June 12, 1931 (710); P250, 
Turtlehead, Ancaster, Sept. 5,1930(305); 
P288, Fringed Gentian. Hamilton. Sept. 
27, 1930 (292); P292, Bottle Gentian, 
Ancaster, Sept. 5, 1930 (286). 

I got The Burgess Bird Book for 
Children (Little, Brown Co. 1926) as a 
present from my parents who inscribed it: 
“Bill on his twelfth birthday (Oct. 22, 
1927) from Mother and Dad”. It was 
bought for $3.00 from Cloke’s Bookshop, 
18 King Street West in Hamilton. 

The volume opens with an account of 
a conversation on a spring day in the Old 
Orchard between Peter Rabbit and Jenny 
Wren who had just arrived from the south 
and was looking for a nesting site. She 
was much put out that her nesting site of 
last year had been taken over by Bully the 
English Sparrow. Peter went from there 
to find other avian friends who were 
arriving. 

I matched up the birds I saw with 
pictures in the book and put together my 
first bird list in 1931 and 1932. Some of 
these birds, seen in 1931, along with the 
names used by Peter Rabbit and the book 
pages are listed below'. 

P316, March 19, “Spooky” the 
Screech Owl. Hamilton; March 25, 
“Creaker” the Grackle, Hamilton, in 
tree; P70, April 2, “Redwing" the Red¬ 
winged Blackbird, Westdale, sw'amp, 
PI 50, April 17, “Rattles” the Kingfisher, 
Westdale, ravine; PI76, May 8, 


“Sunshine” the Yellow Warbler, 
Westdale, swamp; P200, May 11, 
“Kitty” the Catbird, Westdale, hillside; 
P176, May 12, “ZeeZee” the Redstart, 
Westdale, in bush; P248, May 13, 
“Chicoree” the Goldfinch, Westdale, in 
weedy field; P94, May 18, “Bubbling 
Bob” the Bobolink, Westdale, field; P170, 
May 19, “Boomer” the Nighthawk, 
Hamilton, high in air. 

My copy of The Burgess Animal 
Book for Children (Little, Brown Co., 
1925) was also bought for $3.00 from 
Cloke’s Bookshop. The story opens with 
Reddy Fox snarling, “As sure as you’re 
alive now, Peter Rabbit, some da)' I will 
catch you”. 

His remark was aimed at Peter Rabbit 
who had just escaped into his burrow. As 
soon as the coast was clear, Peter emerged 
and went about becoming acquainted with 
his fellow mammals. 

I used the book to learn about the 
local creatures: “Striped” Chipmunk, 
“Chatterer” the Red Squirrel, “Danny” 
Meadowmouse, “Jerry” Muskrat, 
“Jimmy” Skunk and Peter Rabbit 
himself, the Cottontail Rabbit. 
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OctoBIRDfest at 
the RBG 

by Barb McKean 

The RBG is celebrating the world 
of birds at OctoBIRDfest on Sunday, 
October4from 1 lamto4:30pmatthe 
Arboretum. 

This newly-expanded festival is 
truly for the birds, with guided walks; 
workshops (Difficult to ID Birds in 
Fall; Backyard Feeders and Feeding 
Hints; Equipment and Resources for 
Earh’ Birders); speakers (on trumpeter 
swan reintroduction efforts and more); 
a bird banding demonstration; 
children’s birding activities; a 
marketplace, art show and more 
(including the possib ility of a binocular 
clinic). 

Regular RBG admission applies 
(RBG members free). Call 527- 
1158x247 and press 1 for details. 

Club Volunteers Needed 

HNC volunteers are needed to 
help with this event in the following 
jobs: (1) staff a birding station from 11 
to 1:30, or 1:30 to 4 (3 stations - 
passerines, waterfowl and shorebirds, 
and hawks), and help people to ID 
birds in the area; (2) lead a 1 to 1.5 hour 
long guided bird walk (any hour, on 
the hour); and (3) help out in the 
children’s activity area, or by 
introducing speakers. 

Please contact Barb McKean at 
RBG (905)527-1158x247 to sign up 
before September 30. Hf 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday , September 14, 8:00p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

A Naturalists' Guide to 
Star Gazing 

Terence Dickinson 

Come join Terence Dickinson as he explores 
and exposes to us the wonders of the night sky 
via his slide show. He will also explain how 
as naturalists’ we can do our own exploring 
with the binoculars many of us own. 
Refreshments served from 7:30 and after 
the program. Come early to socialize. 

Next Month 

Monday, October 5, 8:00p.m. 

AGM and Members' Night 


Plant Study Group 

Next Meeting 

Wednesday, September 14, 7:30p.m. 

34 Jasmine Street, Hamilton 

The Plant Study Group is an informal, 
interesting and interactive way of getting in 
touch with the natural world. Pam and I want 
your input on what you would most enjoy 
doing in the coming year. Bring your ideas to 
. Pam’s house this month and let’s get the Plant 
Study Group off' the ground. 

Organizers: Jean Stollard 634-3538 
and Pam Watts 388-4482 


Bird Study Group 

Monday, September 21, 7:30p.m. 

Location: C. Centre for Inland Waters 

867 Lakeshore Rd., Burlington 
(under the Skyway Bridge) 

This is an informal meeting featuring a 
discussion of recent bird sightings and a 
workshop, discussion or slide presentation 
about some aspect of birding. If you are a 
beginning birder, come out to learn more 
about birds. If you are an experienced birder, 
come out to share your knowledge and 
enthusiasm. 

This month: Bruce Duncan will make a 
presentation about the Sharp-shinned Hawk 
and Mike Street will show a video: “Vera 
Cruz: River of Raptors”. 

Organizer: Lois Evans 545-8171 


Wood Duck Submissions 

Please send submissions for the Wood 
Duck to Don McLean, 68-151 
Gateshead Crescent, Stoney Creek, 
Ontario L8G 3W1. The phone number 
is (905) 664-8796. 

You can also e-mail submissions to: 
don.mclean@hwcn.org. 

Deadline is generally the membership 
meeting before the issue appears. 


Need a Ride? 

If you need a ride to the Club's Membership 
Meetings, call any member of the Board who 
will arrange a ride for you! Members of the 
Board of Directors, togetherwith their phone 
numbers, are listed on the backpage. Guests 
are always welcome at our meetings. 


_ September 1998 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Wednesday, September 9 
NATURE WALK 

Join Bruce Duncan at 6:15 p.m. at the 
Rosedale Arena parking lot for an evening 
walk in Red Hill Valley focused on fall 
migrating birds. 

Thursday, September 10 
RED HILL BOOK LAUNCH 

The long-anticipated launch of the book 
"From Mountain to Lake: A History of the 
Red Hill Valley" takes place at the King's 
Forest Golf Course clubhouse (Greenhill 
and Cochrane Rd.) from 4 to 8 pm. 

Sunday, September 20 
FALL MIGRANTS 

Warblers, shorebirds and a lookout for 
jaegers or other rare gulls. Meet at 8:00 a.m. 
at Dundum Castle for car-pooling. Bring a 
lunch, there’ll be afternoon birding if it’s 
good in the morning. Contact: Kevin 
McLaughlin 549-7057. 

Monday, October 12 
THANKSGIVING FALL COLOUR 

Enjoy a walk with the Friends of the Red 
Hill Valley. Meet at 10:00 a.m. at 
Elizabeth Bagshaw School at the west 
end of Albright Road. Albright is off 
Mount Albion, south of King Street. 
Contact: Don McLean 664-8796. 

Sunday, October 18 

BIRDING WITH THE ONTARIO 

FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS 

Club members are invited to join Bob Curry 
as he leads an outing for the OFO in the 
vicinity of VanWagner’s Beach. Meet at 
Hutch’s at 8:00 a.m. For more information 
contact Bob at 637-2022. 

Sunday, October 25 

FALL TRIP TO SPOOKY HOLLOW 

Trail maintenance, boardwalk building, or 
just a day out in our sanctuary. Bring a 
lunch. Meet at McDonald's, comer of Upper 
James& RymalRoad. Contact Frank Morley 
575-0668. 
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HNC Board of Directors 

1997-98 

Executive 


President: 

Jean Stollard 
Vice-President: 

634-3538 

Pierre Arnold 

648-2519 

Secretary: 

Gillian Quick 

Treasurer: 

627-4714 

Walter Muma (519) 622-6954 

Directors 


Conservation/Education: 

Brian McHattie 

540-1441 

Director-at-Large: 

Don McFadyen 

Field Events: 

627-1034 

Terry Stortz 

Membership: 

777-8151 

Jocelyn Neysmith 

Past President: 

540-1441 

Betty Blashill 

Program: 

664-8796 

Glenn Barrett 

546-9764 

Publicity: 

Christine Bishop 

648-8665 

Sanctuary: 

Frank Morley 

Social: 

575-0668 

Cathy Cooper 

Wood Duck Editor: 

545-0791 

Don McLean 

664-8796 

Co-ordinators 

and 

Representatives 

Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 

John Hannah 

627-1453 

Plant Study Group Leader: 

Pam Watts 

388-4482 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 

383-1397 

FON Representative: 
Wolfgang Lull 

Volunteer Coordinator: 

681-2276 

Pierre Arnold 

648-2519 

Bird Study Group Leader: 

Lois Evans 

545-8171 

Birding Hotline: 

648-9537 





Membership Fees 1997-98 


Life Membership 

$350.00 

Single Membership 

25.00 

Senior/Student Single Membership 

20.00 

Senior/Student Joint Membership 

25.00 

Family Membership 

30.00 

Junior Naturalists - first child 

40.00 

Junior Naturalists - additional children 

25.00 

Honorary' Life Member 

None 


HNC Publications 


Hamilton-Wentworth Natural Areas Inventory 
(2 volumesj $60.00 

Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hamilton Area 20.00 

Checklist of the Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Date Guide to Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Citizens' Guide to the Protection of 

the Natural Areas of Hamilton-Wentworth Free 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to the 

Green Spaces of Hamilton-Wentworth Free 
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